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Feels Laird Is Trying 
To Scare Nation Into 
Accepting System 

1^ lonn 1 1. ffTBWB 
.UruMsftM •/ IH« «m1 

Wulitaf ton, Mwdi U — Sna> 
J. WRinn nttrifht 111111111] 
Um Mimi AMnbtntkn tsdijr 
rf wing "Dm tidnlqiie 0 I fear** 
ii enla- 1» eebi nmMrt for de* 
ployiBent of u anfrtemstie 

Dm diairmaa of the Smalt 
Relattmi Ommillet 
awdt the eharie after MeKka 
R. LaM, Seemary «f Dafowe, 
wHi^ for the aecond eomecM» • 
Ihrt day Hit new Soviet SS^ 
mtaiUe capaUe of earryhif a 
lo4S nefata warhead. 

Revealing that the Soviet Ud' 
Im already has W rach mb*' 
liko b ib arsenal. Mr. Lidrd 
deeland; 

**WHti their larft Biiqtaloa> 
dwy are for a llnt> 
capeMity-^lMrt*a an 
tIBeeUDB abeol R." 






A First-Strike Force 
The defense secretary said the 
Russians would not need so huge 
a warhead if they were building 
a retaliatory force to strike ba^ 
at American cities instead of a 
first-strike force to knock out 
this country’s Minuteman 
ICBM’s. 

. It was this presentation that 
provoked Mr. Fulbright’s com- 
plaint at a nationally televised 
jSenate hearing about the Penta- 
gon’s alleged penchant for de- 
picting the Russians as men “10 
feet tall . . . about to overvrtielm 
|us.” 

, “I suppose this is good sales- 
manship,” the Arkansas Demo- 
■crat went on. "... This is the 
kind of technique of fear de- 
'signed to precipitate acceptance 
lOf the [ABMl system.” 

Cot And Thrust 

This exchange typified the 
cuf-and-thrust atmosphere of the 
encounter between the defense 
secretary and the Senate foreign 
relations subcomittee on disar- 
mament. 

, All the senators who attended 
the hearing in the white-marble 
'Senate caucus room were critics 
«f President Nixon’s decision to 
begin phased deployment of a 
■“safeguard” ABM system. 

Senator Albert Gore (D., 
!Tenn.), subcommittee chair- 
!man, opened proceedings with 
the tart observation that the 
ABM “is .a weapons system 
searching for a mission.” 
i This was a reference to the 
|varying justifications that have 
jbeen offered for ballistic missile 
defense plus the switch from the 
Johnson administration Sentinel 
system, which emphasized city 
defense, to the Nixon Safeguard 
(Continued, Page A 2, CoL 2) 
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Feels Laird Is 
To Scare Nation 
Accepting System 

(CoKilutied from Po^ A 1) 
Isjrstem, which is designed 
protect efhnsive missile 4tes. 

I Mr. Gore presented an imsfl' 
narjr scenario in which first 
three, thca three more, then 
three mere, Soviet mbsfies are 
picked op hf Ameriesn radar. 
He asked how the President, or 
(he defense eataUishment, e^d 
pOflIUy dedde In audi a case 
wheUMT to posh (he ABM batten 
or a botton sending Mlnotemen 
mtaaOea toward the Soviet Un- 
ion. 

^alor FOIbrigM drew loud 
Iswghter from an audience plah- 
If siWtbeUe to the committee 
when be quipped: 'Itie panic! 
botton.” ' 

But Secretary Laird, unruffled 
iMffriotB, laM if he were, 
riesMent he wmdd prefer to] 
have tMa choice rather than 
have no Mtenrative but lej 
launch an ICBM. 

I I Argumest Chaltenged 
I Senator Ftai* Crurch (D., 
tddho), with unrort frtnn Mr 
Gorw, qulchly dMileoged Mr 
Laird'a vgument. 

If an enemp knowi for cer*| 
talh that an attack from Uiei 
ttofted States will be countered 
twd bp defensive mfssilea but 
byletfenalve miaiflea, (he sen-| 
atore argued, (he American de-| 
terkent win have more eredh 
biKtp. f 

Mr. Laird defended his beftef 
to I hmdng* a dnlce, then re-i 
to rjned to Ms central (heme (hat 
bp the fliM-inb'i (he Safeguard 
apntom win be reqtdred to gunr- 
aniee reUntory. power aptwit 



TH8 PBNTACON VS. FVLBIIf<3HT— The NixtMi stfminliilrsllon’s Penl»n«m Pohn S. Fwler, director of def e nv e rosestvh; I 
chiefs iwhH (pirstionina hp a hestfle Senole subcommiltec on the ABM n*w* fewic; end Bovid Psrksrd, itopwlp defense s» 
tern. From kfl; Gen, itorie MTtetler, chsimiwn of Hie Join! Chiefs of SIsff; Senttor Folbripht listens to Mr, l,atrd defi 



Igrowing Soviet nuclear capa 

bintp. 

During the last three months! 
of ira, he reported, the defense! 
!e8tabnshmen( reedved Ihe| 

’’very hard, strong, factual ba- 

E te” on wl^ the dedshm wasj 
node to protect missile sita. 

Not onlp was U teamed that 
lie Soviet Unim had deplopod 
”over 99” S54 misslies, he 
■aM, but it was determined thst 
the Russians had or were build* 

Ing more ICBM launchers than 
the I,Mt possessed the IhiH- 
ed States. 

The secretory side-itqipedfBation 



quesflons about (he number of 
Mhrateman missiles a V-mega- 
Um warhead carried bp a Soviet 
SS*9 couM destroy but did not 
deny a suggestion by Senator 
Spmbigton (D., Mo.) that It 
could be Just a one-tor-one ratio. 

He stso did net aDew bbnself 
to be drawn Into an explanatim 
of whp the United Slates elected 
not to develop sn ICBM with t 
larger warhead. 

With more empharis than he 
' Aiplaped puterday before the 
Senate Armed Services Commit' 
lee, Mr. Laird warned that (he 
could net cowt upon ita 



nuclear submarine force to re-li 
main an Invu to era We deterrentl' 
after 1173 because of new "de-j 
tectlon” (echniqoes. 

He disclosed, under questton-1 
ing. (hot "in the not loo dlstonil 
fuliwe’* the TMted States wotridf 
beghi deploplwg iw dt i pte -w s r- 
hesd Foseidm missiles on its 
I submartoes and w Jnute m e o mIS'l 
liles with moRiple Independent-] 
ip targeted re-entrp warheads. 

It was IMs srospect 0iat| 
Iprempted Smator Com to askf 
whp Ihe Saf^ard ipstem 

ry since ilbe UnHedl 
!siaies Is btohHng'an arsenrij 



with more than 19,Wt nuclear 



He caleulatod that Phase 
of the Saf^uard plan, wMeh 
win p rovid e protocuon tor 351 
MimitemM misriles In Montana 
nd Nwlh Dakota, wOl be de- 
itondhif only I per cMt of tfie 
lentire Amvlcan nedear force. 

Secretary Lafrd, iMUlhy ten- 
aetoosly to pre sent bis csss to 
Uie aatiomd tekvlston s u d ton c e . 
conitered IMs llgiire bp stittng 
Ihe Rist phase w^ ghto heavy 
protecUon lo 31 per cent of (be 
Mtmrteman force and Uibi pro- 
to another W per cent 



